


















Translation 
 
The MISSOURI FOX TROTTING HORSE is one of the oldest horse breed and at home one of the most 
liked. But amongst the European riders this breed is not so much known as such well known breed like 
Saddlbred, Tennessee Walker or Morgan Horses, which give a special note to the American horse breed. 
But with a number of more than 90.000 horses the American Fox Trotter has gained a worldwide 
reputation from Canada to Arizona but also on the other side of the Atlantic in Germany and Austria. 
 
This breed’s characteristic and eponymous is the Foxtrot. With the flat and broken gait the rider hardly 
feels any agitation and even after a prolonged time he is still sitting comfortable and secure in the 
saddle. Due to these qualities the Fox Trotter is very much liked by cattle breeder, country doctors, 
sheriffs and tax officers. 
Even after the automobile has displaced the horses they continued to breed the Missouri Fox Trotter for 
ranch work. Soon they got the nickname “Cowboy Rolls Royce” or “Cowboy’s Cadillac”. Despite of 
proceeding motorization, one did not abandon this horse because it is ideal for ranch work.  
 
In 1821, when the first settlers came to the Ozark Mountains in Missouri and Arkansas, some of them 
brought their best riding horses over the Mississippi. Here they needed horses, which were easy and 
comfortable to ride; which could cope with steep ascending slopes and could cover long distances sure 
footed with endurance.  The today’s characteristic gait of the Missouri Fox Trotting Horses suited the 
specific movement of the horses on this difficult terrain. That is when the settlers began breeding the 
horses with the “broken trot”, the Foxtrot.  
 
There is no comparable horse breed, when it comes to the point of riding securely, fast and comfortable 
through difficult terrain.  
In 1948 the Missouri Fox Trotting Horse Breed Association (MFTHBA) was founded in Ava, Missouri, to 
facilitate breeding and preservation of the breed.  
 
The Missouri Fox Trotter is well known for the gait, to which it owes the name. The Foxtrot is related to 
the Trot but is broken with the front legs. Hence one says the Missouri Fox Trotter walks with the front 
legs and trots with the hind legs. The stability and sureness of the horses in the terrain is based on the 
diagonal foot cycle of this broken gait. Breeding goals for the Missouri Fox Trotter are Flatfoot Walk, 
Foxtrot and Canter. 
The movements of the Missouri Fox Trotter are very economical in all gaits. It does not lift the legs 
excessively; moves forward out of the shoulder with elongated fore-hand and pass long over with the 
hind leg. Its movements therefore are floating and do not transfer to the rider. The horse only touches 
down softly with the hind leg and moves on ground covering. 
 
The Foxtrot is a 4-rbeat diagonal gait; a broken trot, the front hoof touches the ground just in front of 
the hind leg. The horse is moving the front legs in Walk and the hind legs in Trot with a pass over. The 
head is moving in the rhythm of the gait; so does the tail. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Exterior 
 
The ideal height is between 1.4 and 1.6 meter 
Should be able to carry some weight 
Standing straight, alert and attentive 
The neck should be in proportion to the body 
The head fine, clean and with an intelligent shape, with small, upright standing ears 
The eyes should be large and clear; the mouth getting narrow 
The chest should be deep and broad, the flanks as well 
Shoulders should be muscular and cleanly angled 
Legs should be muscular and well formed 
The foot should be strong and in the correct proportion to the size of the horse 
 
Today the Missouri Fox Trotter captures the heart of the trail- and leisure rider because the breeding 
goal meets especially the demand of the modern leisure- and trail rider. But also families, beginners, late 
comers and people with back problems have discovered this breed for themselves.  
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